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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments, see supplemental response, filed 08 June 2005, with 
respect to the rejection(s)of the claim(s) have been fully considered and are persuasive. 
Therefore, the rejection has been withdrawn. However, upon further consideration, a 
new ground(s) of rejection is made in view of Anderson in view of Nakaya et al. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can 
be found in a prior Office action. 

3. Claims 1-3,5-10 and 12-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Anderson et al. (US 5,693,255) in further view of Nakaya et al. (US 
5,949,484). 

[claim 1] 

Regarding claim 1, Anderson discloses an image processing apparatus 
comprising: recording means for recording given image data or data other than image 
data in a recording medium (Figure 4, Item 52); display means for displaying an image 
(Figure 4, Item 18; c. 7, II. 1-7); a display unit for indicating that a process is being 
executed, the display unit having a lower power consumption than the display means 
(Figure 4, Item 10; c. 6, II. 63-67); power supply means for supplying electric power to 
the display means and the display unit (Figure 3); judging means forjudging during 
writing of the image data or data other than the image in a recording medium the state 
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of the power supply (Figure 5); and recording control means for inhibiting a new image 
or data other than the new image from being recorded after completion of writing to the 
recording means when a judging result of the judging means in relation to a battery 
capacity level is affirmative (Figure 5; c. 7, II. 14-59). However, Anderson lacks 
reducing power to the display means when the supply capacity of the power supply 
becomes smaller than the first capacity, wherein when the power supply control means 
reduces the electric power to be supplied to the display means, the display unit is used 
to display that a process is being executed. 

The examiner notes that Anderson does not specifically disclose the use of 
backlight in the display means or display unit. Official Notice is taken that it is 
notoriously well known in the art to include backlights for LCD displays to make the 
displays easier to read. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art at the time the invention was made to include a backlight with the displays of 
Anderson to make the displays easier to read. 

Nakaya discloses that in order to save electric power of a commercially available 
portable apparatus, the backlight of a LCD can automatically be darkened when a 
remaining amount becomes smaller than a constant amount. Therefore, it would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
include means for automatically darkening the backlight amount of the LCDs of 
Anderson in order to save electric power. The examiner notes that since Anderson 
discloses a number of power levels and only inhibits new image data from being 
captured as a last resort in preparation for power failure, it would be obvious to one of 
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ordinary skill in the art to apply the power saving technique of Nakaya to a higher power 
level in order to allow the camera operator to capture more pictures, 
[claim 2] 

Regarding claim 2, Anderson discloses displaying the state of the camera on a 
LCD (c. 6, II. 63-67). Official Notice is taken that it is notoriously well known to display 
remaining amount of battery using a multi-segment display bar where each bar 
indicates a percentage of the battery life. In such a system, when the batter falls below 
a certain threshold, a bar is turned off to inform or "warn" to the user of the remaining 
battery capacity. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art 
at the time the invention was made to "warn" or inform the user of the remaining battery 
capacity. The examiner notes that this process would start at a "second capacity" which 
is far above the first capacity at which the image display would be turned off. 
[claim 3] 

Regarding claim 3, note that the display of Anderson which displays the warning 
(i.e. status of the camera) is different from the display means for displaying the image 
(Figure 4). 
[claim 5] 

Regarding claim 5, Anderson discloses a power source which is a battery (c. 5, II. 

29-42). 
[claim 6] 
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Regarding claim 6, Anderson discloses a recording means which is detachable 
from an apparatus main body (e.g. a memory card; Figure 4). 
[claim 7] 

Regarding claim 7, Anderson lacks output means to output the image data to an 
external apparatus. Official Notice is taken that it is notoriously well known in the art to 
include output means in digital cameras to allow the camera to output the taken images 
to an external apparatus such as a computer for permanent storage. Therefore, it 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to include output means as claimed in order to output images form the camera of 
Anderson in view of Nakaya for permanent storage on an external apparatus, 
[claims 8-10 and 12-14] 

Claims 8-10 and 12-14 are method claims corresponding to apparatus claims 1-3 
and 5-7. Therefore, claims 8-10 and 12-14 are analyzed and rejected as previously 
discussed with respect to claims 1-3 and 5-7. 
[claims 15/8-15/10 and 15/12-15/14] 

In regard to claims 1 5/8-1 5/1 0 and 15/12-15/14 note that Anderson discloses the 
use of software to provide camera control (c. 7, II. 7-14; c. 9, I. 41 - c. 10, 1. 28). 
[claims 16 and 17] 

In regard to claims 16 and 17, it is noted that claims 1 and 2 disclose all 
limitations of claims 16 and 17 with the addition of a display device. Therefore, claims 
16 and 17 are analyzed and rejected as previously discussed with respect to claims 1 
and 2. The office further notes that claims 16 and 17 contain the limitation "wherein 
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power consumption of said another display unit is lower than power consumption of the 
image processing apparatus". This limitation is inherent in the system of both the claim 
and the camera of Anderson. Since the display device is only one component of an 
overall system including multiple components, the display device must have a lower 
power consumption than the overall system which includes the display device, 
[claim 18] 

In regard to claim 18 note that Anderson in view of Nakaya discloses all 
limitations, see claims 1 and claim 15. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Timothy J. Henn whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
7310. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 9:00 AM - 6:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Wendy R. Garber can be reached on (571 ) 272-7308. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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